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Rotterdam Climate Proof
Connecting water with opportunities
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Maeslantkering: Storm Surge Barrier
Rotterdam: city in a delta …
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… in and along the water



But water is sometimes a threat …



… not only locally, but worldwide
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In Rotterdam a 

threat from 4 sides



AMBITIONS

50% CO2-reduction

100% climate proof 

in 2025

+

an attractive and 

economically 

successful city

STRATEGY

knowledge 

development

+

taking action

+

exposure

Changing threats in opportunities for a better city



Incorporating Climate Change in spatial 
planning tools in order to continuously 
take into account these effects while 

developing Rotterdam

ROTTERDAM CLIMATE PROOF IN 2025



SYNERGY

Water safety

Water quantity

Water quality

Urban planning

Water = 
opportunity for an 

attractive and 
economically strong city

+

spatial development strategy 2030

Waterplan and IAB ‘The Flood’



Adaptation StrategyAdaptation Strategy

• Flood Management

• Urban Water System

• Urban Climate

• Adaptive Building

• Accessibility

ADAPTATION: FIVE THEMES



ZOOMING IN....













Zuiderpark



Lepelaarssingel
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Green Roofs



Green Info Roof
Old Trading building

Roof terras Café Engels





• Water management meets urban planning

• Mitigation meets adaptation
• Protection meets economy

• Threats meet innovative solutions

THE ROTTERDAM APPROACH





www.rotterdamclimateinitiative.nl

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION


